CALVIN  S   SEIZURE   OF   FOWER    '

Granted that, in the hour of expulsion, it seemed as
if all was up with Jehan Calvin. His organization
destroyed, his work shattered, there remained nothing
but the memory of a fanatical will to impose order, and
a few dozen trustworthy friends. He was helped, how-
ever, like all those whose disposition leads them to eschew
compromise and to withdraw into obscurity at dangerous
times, by the errors alike of his successors and of his
opponents. When Calvin and Farel, persons of impres-
sive personality, had been cashiered, the municipal
authorities found it difficult to shark up one or two servile
preachers, who, fearing that resolute action on their part
might make them unpopular, were readier to slacken the
reins than to draw them tighter. With such men in the
pulpit, the Reformation in Geneva, which had been so
energetically undertaken by Calvin, soon came to a
standstill, and the burghers were confused as to what was
right and what was wrong in matters of faith, so that the
members of the prohibited Catholic Church gradually
regained courage, and endeavoured, through shrewd
intermediaries, to reconquer Geneva for the Roman
faith. The situation was critical, and steadily became
more so. By degrees, the reformers who had thought
Calvin too harsh and too strict, became uneasy, and
asked themselves whether an iron discipline was not,
after all, more desirable than imminent chaos. More
and more of the burghers, among them some of those
who had actively opposed Calvin, now urged his recall,
and the municipal authorities could at length see no
other course than to comply with the popular will. The
first messages and letters to Calvin were no more than
cautious inquiries; but soon they plainly and urgently
expressed a desire for the preacher's return. The invita-
tion was intensified into a passionate appeal. The Town
Council no longer wrote to "Monsieur" Calvin asking
him to come back and help the town out of its difficulties,
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